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AUTHOR/

John Nicholson

graduated in  architecture from
Melbourne University in  1973. He

worked as an architect, graphic
designer and illustrator before
beginning to write and illustrate

children's books in 1990.

John lives in the Victorian bush with his
partner Jenny and their daughter
Freda in an idiosyncratic, solar-
powered house they built themselves.
He now writes and illustrates full-time
and writes mostly non-fiction, believing
that ‘information books' can be as
exciting and adventurous as fiction.
Children turn to them for their intrinsic
interest as well as for school
assignments.

Favourite colour: yellow
Lucky number: 276

Favourite TV shows: Montalbano, Spicks
and Specks

Interests and hobbies: reading, writing,
drawing, singing, swimming, collecting
old postcards, camping in the bush,
crosswords.

ON WRITING AND ILLUSTRATING

‘The books that caught my imagination
as a young child were about things
that had really happened, about
exotic places that really existed:
explorers and adventurers, ships and
trains, mountains, deserts and icy
wastes. Today I’'m aiming my books at
kids who, like me, find the world of the
imagination slightly unconvincing, but
can be drawn into reading books by
the drama of real life.

‘Describing the real world requires a
close relationship between texts and
pictures. Some things are best
described in graphic form, others in
words. Combining the two to the best
advantage is a central challenge in my
work.’

WHERE DO YOU DO YOUR WRITING?

| do my writing and illustrating in an octagonal
studio attached to my house. My work table is a
large bay window looking out across a deep
valley to bush-covered hills. Some days | spend
too much time just staring out the window!

WHAT ARE YOU WORKING ON AT THE
MOMENT?

I’m currently working on a series of books about
transport and trade in early Australia. The first
three cover the ways in which Aborigines and
Torres Strait Islanders traded in tools; weapons
and boats before the arrival of European settlers;
and then the trade and transport of the early
British colonies. The last two are about steam
trains and river boats and then the petrol age.

WHAT INSPIRES YOU?

I’m fascinated by:

e simple, accessible, practical, traditional
technology

¢ individuality and diversity

e oObjects and tools made by hand and the
decoration and symbolism that people wrap
them in

¢ the natural environment and our relationship
with it.

School visits by John within NSW and ACT can be
organised through Lateral Learning. Visit
http://www.laterallearning.com or email
bookings@laterallearning.com.au.

School visits within Victoria and all other states can be
organised through Booked Out. Visit
http://www.bookedout.com.au/ or email
bookings@bookedout.com.au
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AUSTRALIA LOCKED UP

A clear, honest, thought-
provoking account of
punishment and imprisonment
in Australia from the First Fleet
to the detention centres of
today. Packed with
information and prompting
fundamental questions about
our society, Australia Locked
Up is stern but illuminating reading.

ISBN: 9781741146097 $29.95 hb

BUILDING THE SYDNEY
HARBOUR BRIDGE

The inside story of a national
icon.

'The giant coat-hanger' took
1300 men eight years to build.
They used six million rivets and
53 000 tonnes of steel.

John Nicholson tells the story
step by step, in fascinating
detail: the vision, the problems, the solutions, the
suspense (would the two halves actually meet?), the
risks and the celebrations.

ISBN: 9781865082585 $15.95 pb

ANIMAL ARCHITECTS

A beautifully illustrated book ANIMAL

about shells, nests, mounds,
bowers, galleries, dens and
lodges - all the remarkable and
complex structures that animals
around the world build to
shelter themselves and their

young.

ARHITECTS

ISBN: 9781741142631 $15.95 pb

9 Winner of the 2004 CBC Eve Pownall Award for
Information Books

THE MIGHTY MURRAY

A fascinating account of e
Australia's greatest river
system, past, present and
future, with many stories
about the people whose lives
have been bound up with the

Murray I R

ISBN: 9781865085654 $15.95 pb

9 Honour Book of the 2003 CBC Eve Pownall Award
for Information Books.

Transport, Trade and Travel in Australia:

SONGLINES AND STONE AXES

A groundbreaking book about
the fascinating networks of trade
and ceremonial exchange in
pre-European Australia, where
hundreds of items were traded
over huge distances, through
many lands and languages.

ISBN: 9781741750027 $29.95 hb

CEDAR, SEALS AND WHALING

How did early white settlers in
Australia survive and prosper?
Explores the developing
technology and economy of the
settlers: whaling, sealing, farming,
timber getting, ship-building,
exploring and transporting goods
by land and sea.

ISBN: 9781741750034 $29.95 hb
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WOOL, WAGONS AND CLIPPER SHIPS

'Riding on the sheep's back'. The
days of bullockies, horse
teamsters and cameleers carting
goods across the outback;
clipper-ship captains racing to
overseas wool auctions; and

m-#&%&

WOOL, WAGONS <
(LIPPER SHIPS

John Nicholson

Cobb & Co coaches carrying
mail and passengers to every
corner of Australia.

ISBN: 9781741751987 $29.95 hb

STEEL, STEAM AND SPEED

Teampart. Teade and Travelian hansrabs 15500 19784

M, STEEI.

The miracle of steam power
brings Australia into the
mechanical age. Read about: S
* legendary skippers and ‘'mud
pirates' on the Murray

* steam-powered factories
pumping out biscuits

* train-swapping at state borders
* fettlers, firemen and navvies

John Nichalson

* the Hobnail Express, the Tea-
and-Sugar Train and the Railway Songster

ISBN: 9781741750461 $29.95 hb

When completed, the Transport, Trade and Travel in
Australia series will comprise:

Songlines and Stone Axes (pre-1788)

Cedar, Seals and Whaling Ships (1788-1830s)

Wool, Wagons and Clipper Ships (1830s-1880s)
Steam, Steel and Speed (1850s-1920s)

A Hundred Years of Petrol Power (1900-2000)

Prices are Australian recommended, GST inclusive and are subject to change without notice.
Visit www.allenandunwin.com for further information on our books for children and teenagers,
authors, competitions, teachers’ resources etc



