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About the book
At Madeline’s Tea Salon, the cosy hub of the Avalon community, six women find their memories are shaping their
future.
Young Connie Colls, fiercely independent and full of promise longs for a past she never had. Isabel Kidd is anxious to
move forward but is still paralysed by the consequences of her late husband’s love affair. After spending many years
living a life on her own terms, Yvonne Tate finds that she can’t outwit her past. For Ava Catalina, reaching out to hold
on to precious memories means rekindling old hurts while Frances Latham sees her dream for a daughter dashed
when tragedy strikes. And then there’s irascible Bettie Shelton, founder and president of the Avalon Scrapbooking
Society, who helps others create lasting memories of their past but finds the pages of her own albums empty. As the
women gather to scrapbook the details of their lives, they discover that things are not always as they seem.
By turns humorous, wise, and deeply moving, The Avalon Ladies Scrapbooking Society is a luminous reminder that the
things we hold most dear will last a lifetime.

About the author
Darien Gee lives in Hawaii with her husband and three children. She is the bestselling author of three previous
novels written under the name Mia King. Darien’s first Avalon novel, Friendship Bread, was published by Allen &
Unwin in 2011. For more information about Darien Gee visit friendshipbreadkitchen.com or find her on Facebook,
facebook.com/fbkitchen.

Author, Darien Gee, on writing The Avalon Ladies Scrapbooking
Society
While I was writing The Avalon Ladies Scrapbooking Society , I was putting some of my own photos together and
realised that if my house were on fire and I only had time to take one thing from the house, this would be it (this,
of course, is assuming everyone in the house is outside and safe). You hear that all the time, even in this digital age.
It’s not the clothes, your tax return, or even the house itself. It’s the albums, the letters, the photographs, the baby
blanket, the locket. The memories alone are never enough—we need these triggers, the solidity of something we
can hold in our hands and feel the weight of it.
In the novel, we enter the lives of six women whose houses are, metaphorically speaking except for in one case, on
fire. They all must choose what to take into their new life. Isabel is fixing up her house so she can sell it and leave
painful memories behind; Frances is the mother of three boys and adopting a special needs girl from China. Yvonne
is a gorgeous plumber who has left a life of privilege and is trying to make her own way; Connie, who also appears
in my first Avalon book, Friendship Bread, finds a goat and doesn’t want to let her go. And then there’s Ava, a single
mother who is trying to do the best by her son but realises she needs more support and there’s only one person
who can give it.
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Through the eyes of these women we see the thread of the story, a woman named Bettie Shelton. Bettie is a nosy
parker, pesky, annoying-sort-of-neighbour who also happens to be the founder of the Avalon Ladies Scrapbooking
Society. She’s been carrying a secret all these years, and that’s what propels her to get everyone to put picture to
paper, so to speak.
As I got to know my characters, a new question arose: how do we hold on to things that are slipping away? In this
day and age our memories are proving unreliable. But when we see it on the page, in an album, on the wall, we
remember. The Avalon Ladies Scrapbooking Society is about connection—with ourselves, our past, our present and
our future. It’s about how we interact with the world around us. Scrapbooking (which ranges from journals, photo
albums, sketch books, and so on) is really about documenting those moments. It’s the evidence that we exist and are
alive in the world. It reminds us of the people who have been a part of our journey. It reminds us of who we are.

Reviews & Quotes
“In a gathering of women there will always be compelling stories. Throw in a love of craft and these stories take on a
whole new dynamic. There are shared secrets, support, encouragement, and love as the Avalon Ladies come to terms
with the past and boldly step forward into the future.” - #1 New York Times bestselling author Debbie Macomber
“In this exceptionally well-written novel you’ll find heartwarming inspiration, humour, wisdom and endless charm …
This is one of those books you’ll want to tell your friends about so you can talk about the antics and struggles that
will stay in your heart long after the final page is turned. Gee is an author to keep a close eye on.” - T Book Reviews
“Truly charming! You’ll want to read and then immediately share with your best friends (and then start a
scrapbooking society of your own!). Darien Gee writes about friendship and family with depth, grace and heart.”
- Sarah Jio, New York Times bestselling author of Blackberry Winter and The Violets of March
“Darien Gee pieces together lives and scraps with the skill and heart of a true storyteller. The ladies of Avalon will
have you calling your sisters and girlfriends to share old memories and make new ones. I loved it!” - Lisa Wingate,
bestselling author of Dandelion Summer and Blue Moon

For discussion
 Scrapbooking is a method used to record our memories. Do you scrapbook? Other than putting photos in an
album, what are some other ways you can celebrate special moments or people?
 Author Mark Twain used to collect memorabilia from his travels and would clip articles about himself and his
books and paste them into scrapbooks. Vincent van Gogh, Pablo Picasso, Ernest Hemingway and Bruce Chatwin
are known for having notebooks filled with sketches, notes, stories and ideas. So why does it seem like only
women scrapbook these days? Do the men in your life scrapbook or journal in any way?
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 Do you think it’s important to only scrapbook about memories that are pleasant or do you think it’s important
to include all events and memories, even those that didn’t create a happy memory? Should both be added to
your scrapbooks? Why or why not?
 Bettie Shelton is intent on getting everyone in Avalon to scrapbook, men and women alike. Why do you think
she does this? Do you think she uses this to avoid recording her own memories? Is there something you are
putting off doing by helping others?
 The stunning plumbing beauty, Yvonne Tate, knocks on your door to fix your backed-up toilet. Would you
want her to be left alone with your husband or partner? Have you ever judged someone immediately on their
outward appearance only to later realise you made a hurtful or hasty judgment?
 Yvonne left her past behind to create a new future. Do you think it’s possible to really leave our past behind?
What happens when we try and forget the past?
 What do you think about Isabel’s decision to take care of Bettie? Would you consider doing something like this
for a friend?
 It takes a lot of love, strength and courage for someone to give up a child for adoption or to be the adopting
parents. Have you been in this situation? Have you helped someone in this situation?
 Isabel had not planned for her life to go as it had. Have you been in a situation where life served you several
platters of disappointment? Would you be strong enough to let someone like Ava, the woman involved with
ending your marriage, become a part of your future? Why or why not?
 Bill left a card in a safe-deposit box for Isabel to read on their 25th anniversary. Ian builds her a surprise porch
swing. Colin saves a big bag full of bottle caps for Ava. What do you think about these gestures? Are they rare
things for men to do? Or are they becoming more common today than in the past?

Suggested Reading
The Storyteller by Jodi Picoult
The Inn at Rose Harbor by Debbie Macomber
A Teaspoon of Earth and Sea by Dina Nayeri
The Storyteller’s Daughter by Maria Goodin
Grace Grows by Shelle Sumners
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